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SELECTED LETTEES FEOM THE LETTEE-BOOK OF 
EICHAED HOCKLEY, OP PHILADELPHIA, 1739-1742. 

(Concluded from Vol. XXVII. page 485.) 

Philada July 9'" 1742 

M« Tho^ Hyam 
Sir 

This is to desire you will insure on the Value of £350 
this Currancey for some flower that will be Shipt in a few 
days on board y^ Snow George Cap' Joseph Falkner bound 
to Jamaica on Aeco' of the Proprietors. The Vessel I expect 
will Sail y° Latter end of this month, at Farthest. 

I reced a Letter last week from John Watson who in- 
form's me has remitted Some Small matter to you on my 
acco' last Pebrua^ and expected to remitt the Ballance in a 
Short time due to me from him, whatever you ma^^ receive 
from him on my acco' which will be but trifling I must begg 
you will pay unto Mess" BaAvson & Samuel without any 
further order as I am indebted to them for Goods & please 
to favour me with an ace' of it. We have the Greatest 
Crop this year that has Ever been knoAvn and Abundance 
of the old Crop Left so that 'tis expected wheat and flower 
will be very low this Fall, wheat at Present is at 4 S. 
Flower at 11/6 as theres a Little Demand for it in Jamaica 
and Little brought to Town it being now the heighth of the 
harvest, but when thats over it will fall very Considerably 
whenever there's a prospect of Advantage in making any 
remittances in our Produce on the Proprietors ace' I hope 
you will keep M' Lardner or my Self advis'd of it, Ex- 
change is now at 60 and 65. I hope this will find you 
with M" Hyam and your family in perfect Health to whom 
please to pay my Compliments. I have sent M" Hyam two 
Dryed rattle Snakes pack'd up in a box sent to the Pro- 
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prietor with Some things belonging to him which I begg 
her acceptance off they are Very Scarce at present y" Season 
for them being not yet Come in, they must be pounded in a 
morter & you may mix them Either with wine or Rum, 
Shaking it two or three times a day for four or five days 
together then tis fit for use. She is already acquainted 
with their Valuable Qalitys. I am with regard S' y' Ob* 
Humb' Servant 

Rich'' Hockley. 



Philada July lO'" 1742 
Tho' Penn Esq« 

D« Sir 

Above is copy of my last and on y' 5"" Instant reced your 
very kind letter which gave me great pleasure and am very 
glad to hear of M" Peuns recovery and of j' health of the 
rest of the Family which Ace' will be always most pleasing 
of any I can hear from England. I have wrote you several 
letters by different conveyances since my Arrival, I am in 
some doubt whether too many or not shou'd they all come 
to hand and have given you an Ace' what success I have 
hitherto had and what appears in view to come, Since I 
wrote y° above letter I have not sold any thing at all, and 
y' being confined from morning 'till night without having 
any thing to do, you may imagine can't but be a disagrea- 
ble Life ; and am resolv'd not to be out of the way, that I 
mayn't blame my self for want of attendance, I lodge at 
your house w"" M' Lardner and gett a sight of him once 
or twice in a Week as it happens to fall out. I board at 
M™ Ellis's & keep Store in y' Water Street under Charles 
Willings but what with one disappointment or other I 
don't enjoy life with any sort of satisfaction but only endure 
it, the Ace' you give of my brother Tom is but what I 
dreaded to hear and makes me more uneasy than I can ex- 
press my self, but as you are still so good as to turn your 
thoughts on him a smart chide from you would I hope have 
a good Effect. I must have some body or other to be with 
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me in y' Store for I can never hold this way of Life long, 
and plainly see I shall never be able to make any great 
hand of selling European goods nor any quantity, so that I 
am doubtfull whether I cou'd keep him employed, I shoud 
be glad to have him over here, but whether or not your 
thoughts of placing him in Lisbon wou'd not be more to 
his advantage than any he can reap from me I shall entirely 
leave to your Self, and as I am very sensible you will en- 
deavour to do y' best for him, your determination will I 
assure you Sir be perfectly agreable to me. Cap* Wright 
poor man dj'ed on his Passage hither and ten of the Pala- 
tines with y' same disorder as y" Palatines brought in last 
year, and infected y' whole ships Company, on her arrival 
the Governour order'd y' Ship below Wicaco to be ex- 
amin'd by a Doctor, they are all pretty well recover'd but 
some very weak still, this Ship has brought a vast quantity 
of Goods, and how they will vend them I can't conceive 
unless at little more than y* first Cost, I thank you for get- 
ting y" Bill Accepted I wrote to y" Gentlemen about it on 
my arrival I have sent you nine rattle snakes I gott of an 
Indian trader with five more of your own that was in y' 
Closett pack't up in a Box w"" y° Model of a Ship you de- 
sired M"" Lardner to send you, two of y* Snakes I must beg 
as a favour you will be pleased to send to M" Ilyam 
which I promised her. 

I have given James your directions about the Garden and 
he will observe them and has promised me he will give you 
an Ace' of what is done by letter, and y' Ginseng shall 
be sent if 'tis possible to be had, I have told my Sister 
about her spelling and she has promised to mend and is 
a little ashamed of her self but as you have been so kind 
as to mention it in so afFeetionate a manner she says, she is 
indispensibly bound to obey your orders and y" next letter 
will be more intelligible. The Indians have reced their 
Goods and y" Conferences had with them concerning y" re- 
newing of y' Chain and their friendly promises to stand by 
us and give us Notice when occasion ofters of what y' 



Letters from Letter-Book of Richard Hockley, 1739-174^. 29 

French are doing, has been very satisfactory to the Gov- 
ernour, and they are well pleased, but as you will have a 
more particular account of it from the Governour and M' 
Peters I need say no more, the Guns and Cloth are sold 
and carried to y* proper Ace" as order'd. I hope Sir you 
will be so good as to favour me with a Line and let me 
know what letters you receive from me, and be so kind as 
to give me your opinion freely on any thing that I have 
wrote to you about, for your friendly advice will be of great 
Service to me, I realy am a good deal confused and can't 
for my life help it, I'm afraid you can't be expected here so 
soon as you intended from what M' Peters has told me you 
^^'rote to him, and if you knew how acceptable a line from 
you is to me, I shall not be disappointed of having an 
Ace' of your wellfare from under your own hand. 

I have wrote to M' Hyam for Insurance on three hundred 
& fifty Pounds this Currency which I am going to ship for 
your Ace' in Flour to Jamaica and in all probability will 
make a fine remittance 'tis to be consigned to M'' Edwards 
who goes in y" Vessell and I am very certain he will not 
omitt making the remittance by the first opportunity after 
his Arrival. I am with an unfeigned regard 

Hon'' Sir 
Your most atf '" & obliged Fr'' 
and hum Serv' 

R. II. 



Philada July 13'" 1742 

Tho' Pbnn Esq" 
D«8iR 

The preceeding is coppy of what I wrote you three days 
ago, and send this Via Liverpool. I can't help mentioning 
my brother Tom again, I shou'd be very glad to have him 
over if I can manage him, and will take as much pains with 
him as 'tis possible, but am anxious whether he will do so 
well with me, as with a Stranger, however I shall leave it 
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intirely to you as I wrote before. M'' Peters has given you 
a full Ace' of what has been done in the Indian AiFair, 
they are still in town, and the Country has made a present 
to them of three hundred Pounds, and all sides seem to be 
very well satisfied which is very lucky at this juncture, 
the Grapes at Springetsbury is intirely demolish'd and can't 
conceive the meaning of it, the Orange trees some of them 
are full of little ilatt Insects, and James does not know what 
to do with them, y° trees on each side y' long walk wants to 
be shrowded very much, and hope you'l order it to be done 
in y° fall. 

Dear Sir my best Wishes for your health and success in 
your Aftairs are frequently repeated, that you may be able to 
come over in the time you proposed (for I am very certain 
you are much wanted here) and with satisfaction to your- 
self in every respect. I am as always 

Hon" Sir 

Yours most aiFecf 

R. H. 

Philad* July 24'" 1742 

Tho' Penn Esq 
Hon'' Sir 

Above is copy of my last to you Via Liverpool, since 
which I have shipt to Jamaica 409 Casks of Flour amount* 
to £423.1.0 which in all probability will come to a very 
good markett. I wish the Vessell had been intirely loaden 
on your Account, but M'^ Plumsted is very timorous for y" 
reasons I mentioned to you in some of my former Letters, 
the Harvest is all gott in exceedingly well and the greatest 
cropp that has been known, so that Wheat & Flour is ex- 
pected to be very low this Fall unless some considerable 
orders shoud be sent from home for Exportation, but as 
they have had a fine harvest in England perhaps that 
mayn't be y" Case and then I believe we shall be able to 
ship it off much cheaper from hence. I can't help inform- 
ing you Sir how I go on and hope you'l not think it trouble- 
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some as there's realy some necessity for it. I have not sold 
any thing to speak on for this month past and sitt several 
days together without having one Person to ask a question, 
that in short I am almost dull & stupid, the vast quantity of 
Goods and number of hands they are in makes every one 
feel y' Effects of it in some shape or other and when there's 
so great plenty and variety the People will not buy but just 
as they want to be supply'd and where a sliop keeper used 
to lay out one hundred Pounds at a time they don't now 
ten. jVP Jn° White has sent over a very considerable Cargo 
to Mess" Hamilton & Coleman to the Astonishment of all 
his Friends, and y' Gentlemen themselves 'tis true they will 
draw Commissions let them be sold never so low, and I 
cou'd at this time buy four hundred pounds Sterling worth 
of Goods at 5 p Cent less than they cost in England and 
they must be sold and will be at vendue in a few days — 
from this. S"" you may judge what a prospect I have before 
me and I am sure no honest Factor wou'd advise any of 
their Employers to send any more Goods yet awhile, and 
know this to be the case of several here who have wrote 
to several of their correspondents not to send them any 
more Goods 'till they give them encouragem' and should 
not things take a turn a different way I don't know what I 
must do, and indeed I am difi^erently circumstanced from 
others who are old Traders and have a regular sett of Cus- 
tomers though I have used all the means that's possible to 
invite People to my Store and do assure you not one Quaker 
comes anear me that's w^orth dealing with, and you can't 
conceive the difficulty that attends selling a few Goods for 
now Storekeeping is downright pedling & I have heard sev- 
eral of y° Principle traders say that if it was not for Ship 
building & house building that they cou'd not vend the 
quantity they used to do, and if they complain well may I, 
for I never cou'd meet with greater discouragem' than at 
present. I must now trouble you about M' Vickris's affair 
w* Tunneclitf he has sold part of y* Land to a person that 
sold it to a third and y' poor Man has paid in Money & 
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bond two hundred Pounds & y° Person to whom he paid the 
Money is not able to make him restitution. M' Langhorne 
drew y' Conveyances & AV" Peters tells me they are badly 
done & M' Langhorne said he woud write to you about a 
Claim that TunneclifF has to 1000 Acres to know if you 
wou'd let that be appropriated on vacant land belonging to 
you equal to y° Value of Tunnecliff's place, this will be in- 
tirely in your breast & M' Vickris's & slioud be glad you 
wou'd be pleased to mention it to him. I don't write to 
him by this conveyance having already wrote twice to him 
since my Arrival & have nothing to communicate to him 
at present but shall write him in y' Fall as I expect to 
remitt him y' ballanee due for y° Land sold by Robinsons 
Mill, I have heard of no purchasers for his other Lands as 
yet and indeed it will be a hard matter to gett Money for it 
immediately upon y" Sale for money is very scarce and 
there's not currency enough for y' People's necessary occa- 
sions for since they lower'd the Pennys several thousands 
of Pounds have been sent to New York as they pass there 
twelve to ye Shilling to purchase Goods withall so that we 
have lost so mvich running Cash in reality. I have sent M' 
Freames silver laced Furniture to Jamaica & wrote to Cap' 
M°Knight about Cagers Note whom I hear is dead but 
expect to be serv'd in the affair by Cap' M"Knight as he is 
paymaster to y" Northern Forces, my brother Sam is not 
yet gone to York he writes to you by this Conveyance & 
will give y reason for it. I have wrote you several long 
letters and am concern'd they are such complaining ones 
and shall think y° time long uutill I have answers to them, 
but I think you wou'd excuse them if you cou'd realy know 
y" Scituation I am in at present and y° just cause of com- 
plaint in being disappointed in my first outsett in this Way 
and not having it in my Power to do the thing that's right, 
and that I have no Person in y° world to complain to but 
your self and 'tis with great reluctance least I shou'd tire 
you quite out. 

Be pleased Sir to give my humble respects to M' Jn" 
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Penn M" Freame & M"^ Rich* Penn and his Family and 
believe me to be with the greatest affection 

D'Sir 
Your most obliged Fr* & h Serv' 
Rich'* Hockley. 

Philad* Aug' 22"'» 1742 

Tho' Bishop Vickeis Esq. 
D«SiR 

Since my Arrival I have wrote to you three different 
ways which hope have come to your hand, and in my laat 
advised you, that I expected soon to send you an Ace' 
Sales and ballance for y' Land, sold in Roxbury township 
which I now do, and inclosed is Robert Strettle's draught 
on Geo. Fitzgerald & Comp^ for £70.17. St which ballances 
y' Ace' as you will see by the Ace' inclosed. I have not 
yet reced all ye money, but have advanced forty pounds 
this Currency in order to close ye Account and as I thought 
it might be acceptable to you, for y' Person who remains 
indebted cannot discharge it till the Fall Fair which is y' 
middle of November next and then often happens, that we 
cant make remittances 'till y° next spring. I have not as 
yet had any offers for your other Lands as y° Country 
People have been busy about their harvest and now 'tis seed 
time so that they don't come to town but in the Fall I hope 
to have some Persons make application for them, the 500 
Acres in right of Roger Drew is not yet laid out though 
the Surveyors have orders from y*' Proprietor for y' Execu- 
tion of it, and have spoke to several of them desireing their 
Care in finding out a good peice which will be done as it 
was M' Penns particular order that it shoud. I am a little 
at a loss what to do with Tunnecliff who is seated on 400 
& odd Acres of your Land, he has sold part of it to a 
person that sold it to a third and he has paid two hundred 
pounds for it and y° Seller is not worth one shilling now, so 
that y° poor Man & his Family who purchased it will be 
intirely ruined shou'd you insist on that Tract. Tunne- 
VOL. xxviii. — 3 
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clifF has a right to 1000 Acres which he told j" Lawyer I 
sent to him, he woud make over to you, and I believe 
wou'd be most to your Interest if M"' Penn will order it to 
be laid out in a good place which I make no doubt he will, 
I wrote to him on y' 6* Instant Via Cork and desired him 
to speak to you concerning it, so that you both may come to 
a resolution that by the next ship I may know what to do in 
y° alFair and if you approve of the proposition, to gett M' 
Penn to write very particularly about it to M' Peters his 
Secretary that necessary orders may be given and y" Affair 
finish'd with dispatch. I hope Sir this Ace' Sales of your 
Land will give you satisfaction for I am very sure no other 
Persons wou'd have given any thing like the Sum but those 
who were seated on it & had land adjoyning to it, W" Rit- 
tenhausen is the person that still owes £40 and by agree- 
ment was to pay no Interest, Michael & Peter Ruyter are 
the Persons from whom I reced part of the money that 
purchased this Bill and in order to induce them to pay it 
directly I offer'd to forgive them y' Interest which was but 
48/ this currency that I might not miss this opportunity of 
sending it home, and as they had frequently complained of 
their hard bargain, the other money was reced before and 
sent you before my Arrival here. I have no agreable News 
to write you from this part of the world, as our Fleet in 
the West Indies seems to be in a Lethargy and you in 
Europe the only active People from whom we expect ex- 
traordinary matters. Georgia is attack'd by the Spaniards 
and twelve hundred of their Men landed on Cumberland 
Harbour, and 'tis fear'd they will take it, but we have had 
no ITews from thence since y° first, but wait with impa- 
tience to hear how it will go with them, and no doubt this 
is old news to you. In this place we are in the disposition 
as when I left it, or rather worse for the Spirit of Party, 
Equivocation and Lying seems to have gain'd strength by 
their being long accustomed to it, and ye Breach between 
y° Gov' & Assembly I am afraid will never be closed till 
either the one or other of them are removed, you are 
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sensible I believe from whence our discord arises, and am 
afraid we are too much of y* disposition of the Froggs in 
y' Fable that pray'd to Jupiter for a King. Be pleased Sir 
to pay my Compliments to my Friends in Bristol and 
wishing this may meet you in Health am with much 
Esteem 

D'Sir 
Your obliged Fr* & hum. Serv* 

R. H. 

Philada 9'" IS'" 1742. 
HoNouKED Sir 

The preceeding is copy of my Last to you Via Cork since 
which I reced your kind Letter of the 6* of Sept"" & am Glad 
you are returned in health from your Journey & as that was 
wrote chiefly to make me more Easy I can't find words to 
Express the GreatfuU Sentiments of my heart for your 
Goodness & though you blame me for my Uneasiness and 
think I had done pretty well considering the Short time of 
my arrivall, yet I assure you Sir what I have done since is but 
triffling & as I wrote you then the Greatest Sale was on the 
opening of a Cargo & had I not been Careful! in Choise of 
it as to quality & next Packages I shou'd have fared much 
worse, & notwithstanding all my Diligence, I have gott 
Severall things that will Stick Long on my hands, your 
unlimmitted Orders for flaxseed came too Late to gett any 
Quantity and it was gott up to Seven Shillings, had it been 
not so I cou'd not have complyed w* your orders as M"' 
Lardner very Justly had Engaged all the money he had or 
cou'd gett for Bills of Exchange by M"" Plumsteds direction 
which he has done at a very low advance. I have reced a 
Letter from M"' Edwards in Jamaica by whom I sent 409 
bb' Flour on your Joint Ace' it bears a tolerable price 25/ 
from 30/ a barrel but y° Sale is Slow it Stands you in about 
18/ a barrel, as he is a Skillfull Industrious young man & 
well acquainted with that Island I know he will peak him- 
self on doing the best he can as he knows 'tis on your 
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account. Cap*Budden & Cap' Elvia in the Constantine sails 
much about the same time. I have sent by the former a 
dozen Rattle Snakes, some Gensing & Seneca Eattle Snake 
root for you with the Coppys of M" Penn's & M'' Freame's 
pictures with the owl they are allowed to be exceeding Good 
coppys & according to my Judgment they are the best I 
ever saw of Hesseliu's Painting, by the Latter I have sent 
six Rattle Snakes & some more gensing with four wild 
Turkey's 3 hens & a cock w* a large pott of preserved 
Ginger which I luckily met with the other day for you. I 
have made all the enquiry I possibly cou'd for Snakes and 
cou'd not for my life get more. Hams are very Scarce & not 
to be had & we have little Porke in the Country this year. 
M"" Peters gott six from M"' Allen & sent them by Cap' Davis 
for you but through mistake the captain gave them, to M" 
Aliens correspondents in London. I have done all I pos- 
sibly can to procure you Bear Hams but am yet unsuccessfull. 
In my last I gave you a just ace' of that unhappy fray that 
happened on y' 1" of October but not so full a one as I 
intend to do when I shall have the pleasure of seeing you 
in Person, since which I have been called before the As- 
sembly -svith many others, but as I was fearful! what use 
they might make of what I cou'd say on the occation I took 
great care of what I said for we were all on our qualifica- 
tions they wanted much to know what I had Heard in 
private Conversation relating to it in answer to which I 
told them as I was acquainted with both Party's which 
gave me a Good deal of Uneasiness y' it was not totally 
Extinguish'd I thought it not Just in me to relate any 
thing I heard in the Houses of my friends & on my Qualifi- 
cation Shou'd only relate what I personally saw transacted 
this I cou'd not refuse them & took M' Plumsteds advice 
about it. I was desired to Sign a Petition by M' Pember- 
ton to the house request* them to examine who were the 
abettors of the Riot but I told him as I was no party Body 
I desired to be excused, he used many arguments but in 
Vain & thought by this I shou'd escape, but was at last 
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obliged to go though they sent their Serjant at arms three 
times for me before I wou'd I must confess I was horridly 
confused when I found I was obHged to go, phick'd up 
Courage & disappointed them much, notwithstanding Isaac 
Norris, Sam' Blunston & James Morris got up three several 
times to desire the Speaker to ask me several Impertinent 
questions as I thought, the former in his Sly artfull manner 
said y' I ought to declare to the House what I had Heard 
in conversation in honour to clear up the Characters if I 
cou'd of some Gentlemen they had reason to Suspect. I 
told I look'd upon the action with as much abhorrence as 
they cou'd & consequently ought to be very cautious whom 
we Suspected without just foundation, that whilst he & my 
Self kept our Suspicions to ourselves no Gentleman's 
Character cou'd Suffer, made them a Low bow & march'd 
off, they have sent four Citations to Mess" Plumsted, Allen, 
Taylor, and Turner to appear before them if they please to 
clear up their Conduct w"*" they have reason to Suspect from 
some Depositions they have taken, they make very light of 
it & what they intend to do I make no doubt but one or 
other of them will acquaint you with it. M' Peters I 
know writes you a very long Letter w"" a particular ace' of 
all Publick Bussiness worth your notice as does M' Lardner. 
James has wrote to you about his affairs & has sent you by 
the Constantine all you wrote for. I have Sent you 3 doz" of 
oranges & Learn ons from Springettsburypack'd up in a Box 
directed for you. M' Lardner & James were afi'aid they 
wou'd not keep, however I have run the risque, the Gov- 
ernour has had a doz" Already & am afraid the Trees have 
been Pilfer'd. They are in very good order, & every thing 
Else except the fences round Springettsbury & am Sorry to 
find Jacob not the Person I cou'd wish & think him blame 
worthy in Several respects, all your Negroes are well I have 
provided 'em with a few things & assure none but what is 
absolutely necessary. Cap' Stevenson is not yet ari'ived & 
our weather is very cold so that I am afraid poor Tom will 
be pinch'd with the cold. 
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Be pleased to pay my true regards to Mess" Penns I have 
wrote to M" Freame and wishing you a Merry Xtmas & 
many happy Years & I am — 

Sent a Coppy of this by Cap' Budden. 

P.S. M" Steel has gott the Goods and Given Bond, the 
volume of Prideaux's History is in your Closett. 

Philad* Nov' 1'' 1742 

Tho^ Penn Esq" 
D" & Hon'' Sir 

I have raced both your kind and Affect" Letters which 
gave me great pleasure, as they brought me an Account of 
your Wellfare with that of your worthy Familys, your 
Journey into the North I hope has been agreable and wish 
every thing may be conducive to give you pleasure when 
your troublesome Affairs doth not require your immediate 
attendance and flatter myself with hopes, they are by this 
time finish'd agreable to your wishes, and with great truth 
can say nothing else can give me greater pleasure. When 
I mentioned M"' Kinseys uneasiness I knew it was without 
foundation but thought it my duty to let you know, the 
Affair has been finished a long while of which M" Peters 
has wrote you very particularly about. M"' Kinsey has paid 
the money to M" Lardner due from the Assembly notwithst^ 
you left no particular order for it to be reced. Flaxseed 
was at 5/ when I reced your orders & is now sold at 6/2 and 
I suppose will reach 7/ before they've done y'' first price 
exceeded what I gave when I bought last, so htive bought 
none, I reced a letter from John Barclay that gives but a 
poor account of our Commoditys except Flaxseed and there 
was no price sett there being none to sell, swingled Flax as 
Im inform'd by all the Dutch is never brought to town to 
sell, and they tell me such a quantity as 3 or 400 is not to 
be had, unless notice is given to the people before hand and 
then it must be gott from a number of People as they use 
great quantitys themselves, as to Potash I wou'd have com- 
plyed with your orders but old & young M' pemberton told 



Letters from Letter-Book of Richard Hockley, 1739-174.2. 39 

me they had made several tryals and it wou'd never answer, 
M" Armstrong from Bellfast has sent to them two Casks of 
potash for a sample one of them is for you & they say we 
cannot make that sort for want of some ingredient not yet 
found out, M' Rogers's receipt I left with you as he was on 
the Spott and I coming away, but as Sam Carpenter is now 
here I have talk'd with him on y* Affair and he assures me 
he never charged any Commiss" on that note left in Rogers's 
hands and that he ought to receive Commiss"' for paying it 
to you, when the Rum arrives from Jamaica I shall take 
particular care of it. As to the things belonging to James 
he will take care about, there's no turkeys at Springetsbury 
but I have had the good luck to gett four of the wild breed 
which Cap' Elvis Master of the Constantine has promised 
to take particular care of, what rattle Snakes I can possibly 
gett I will send by him, he will sail in about ten days, as 
to Ginseng I know not what to say about. M' Lardner has 
wrote to M'' Cookson & Smout, & it seems a difficulty to 
get any thing like the quantity tis grown quite out of date 
& scarcely ever mentioned, ISTanny sent to M" Freame a 
large pott of Ginger by Cap' Davis she believes 20"" but I 
have order'd 12"" more notwiths'' from Barbadoes. Bills of 
Exchange are now at 50 per Cent but M' Lardner is advised 
not to buy yet, expecting they will be still lower, as to my 
own Affairs, they are not so well as I cou'd wish, but think 
I have done better than I expected considering the very 
dull times and such vast quantitys of "Woolens & Linnens 
imported from Ireland, and have wrote to my Corre- 
spondents for some things in the Spring that I must have if 
I intend to sell what remains on hand which is a consider- 
able part for notwithst^ trade is so dull I see no way to 
mend myself but by involving myself still more which I 
know you will think a paradox, coud I receive my money 
in any reasonable time I should think myself pretty well 
off", and hope I shall have some instructions from you about 
selling my Land & Lott, or else I shall not be able in any 
reasonable time to discharge yours and M' Fells Debt. 
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Tho' Merriott desired me to write to you about the Ferry 
y° lease expiring sometime next Spring he is willing to give 
ten pounds a year for it, one Walton wants it and M' Lard- 
ner tells me he believes he can gett twenty pounds a year 
for it. M" !Merriot says he is well provided with Servants 
& Boats & has been at a considerable expence for them, I 
gave him my promise I wou'd mention it to you and hope 
you'l excuse my freedom, as I coud not refuse him this 
favour. I am now agoing to enter on a Subject w**" some 
reluctancy as I know the relation of it cannot be agreable 
to you, and as I know you will have some account of it 
from other hands soften'd and glossed over I thought it my 
duty to inform you of the real truth without prejudice to 
either party, the Law for chusing inspectors by the Consta- 
bles in the different Wards being elaps'd, and the Partys 
not agreeing amongst themselves, tho that of the Gov- 
ernours made some fair Ofiers to the other, the Inspectors 
were to be chosen the old way, of that by view, on the day 
of Election a great number of Dutch appear'd for the 
Quakers, said not to be properly qualified they carried all 
the Inspectors to a man, upon this a number of Sailors in 
all I believe sixty came up to the Markett Street with Clubs 
in their hands knock'd down all that stood in their way or 
did not fly before them and blood flew plentifully about. 
M"" Morris as a Magistrate went to command peace, and he 
was knock'd down had two severe Wounds on his head & 
had he not crept under the stalls I believe he would have 
been kill'd, old M"^ Pemberton had several smart blows that 
lamed his hand for sometime, Tom Lloyd, young Fish- 
bourne, Rakestraw, Shad the barber and one Evans of North 
Wales an old Quaker of upwards of 60 years were all 
knock'd down and the last has lost his Senses as I am in- 
formed by the wounds he reced on his head, and number 
of other persons to me unknown shared the same Fate, 
I never saw such havock in my life before the Streets & 
Court house Stairs were clear'd in a few Minutes, and none 
but the Sailors crying out down with the plain Coats & 
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broad Brims then they took up great Stones & Bricks from 
the Lott you sold by the Meeting where the people had 
begun to build and broke the Court house Windows all to 
pieces and those that were in the house gott several Smart 
blows, at last the Dutch and other Country people being 
inraged return'd in a Body with Clubbs, and the Dutch 
were for getting guns but were prevented drove the Sailors 
before them they took to the Shipping and with the assist- 
ance of M' Lawrence who was very active and Charles 
Willing they took 40 of them and sent 'em to Goal, old 
Sam' Preston would have been certainly killed had it not 
been for Cap' Harry Hodge who fended off the blow and 
gott much hurt himself and I can't help making the same 
observation that some others have done, that not one 
Magistrate of the Governours appointment Stirr'd one inch 
to oppose the rioters but walk'd ofl' the ground this gives 
the people an opportunity and they publickly said that M'' 
Plumsted M'' Allen and others of the Governours friends 
were at the bottom of all this though I believe unjustly 
accused, M" Allen woud certainly have gott into the house 
had this Affair not happened he had 336 Votes notwithst^ 
and none of his friends voted for him in the towai & Benj" 
Shomaker said numbers came & alter'd their ticketts in his 
house & Rob' Moore told me above 300 ticketts had his 
name dash'd out in his Shop, I realy pitty M' Allen he has 
suffer'd much as to popularity, these things I assure you 
Sir has occasioned me many a tear, for I can't help say 
though I have no judgment in Politicks that such proceed- 
ings as these shou'd be guarded against and can say nothing 
in favour of the other side who to gain their point have 
told many scandalous lyes & used many vile Insinuations 
of which no doubt you will have some ace' of, but I realy 
look upon this to be an attack upon the Liberty of the 
province in general notwithstanding acted by a particular 
party who think they are doing their Country a piece of 
Service, when I have an opportunity of seeing you I shall 
be more particular and perhaps (with truth) can give you 



42 Letters from Letter-Book of Richard Hockley, 1739-174-^. 

such an Account as you little expect to hear, through the 
whole I have kept myself perfectly cool and was at neither 
of their Meetings in order to pitch upon representatives, 
and have had a good many hard things said on me upon 
the occasion, but I was fully determined to have nothing to 
do with them as I was informed by some of the Gov" 
friends what was intended & the consequences I dreaded 
have happen'd, I must inform you they are not residents in 
this place, but well esteemed by all the Gentlemen and 
frequently at the Governours, and though both the Gov- 
ernour and y° other Gentlemen of the place might have 
been ignorant of this Affair, or that it wou'd not come to 
such a heighth yet I cant see how they can escape the Cen- 
sure of the People in general as you know and are sensible 
they were not on any good terms before. I don't blame 
either y' Gov" or his friends but if please God I live to see 
you I will tell you the whole I know of the Matter, Cap' 
Redmond who is one supposed to sett the people on, is a 
strict roman Catliolick publickly professes his religion and 
is often at the Governours club, we have two Priests in 
town beside the old one, and two young German Jesuits 
that live in Conestogoe one I have been in company with, 
they won't have it here that they are priests, I know it for 
a Certainty for my friend M' Ryan as you was pleased to 
call him told me so, and am complaisant to those people 
and in time shall make a good Jesuit myself, there's-two 
familys arrived from the West Indies said to be of very 
good fortunes, I am sure they make an appearance as if 
they had, and Ryan told me twelve more substantial 
Familys were expected next Summer from the "West 
Indies, and other places, but the latter I cou'd not gett out 
of him though if possible I will, I was told they grew a 
little insolent at their Chappell and assure you a young 
gentleman of my acquaintance a Stranger from Carolina 
told me he went there and they insisted on his kneeling 
down at the Elevation of the host, and as he wanted to see 
the Ceremonys he complyed with it, I went after this my self 
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with young M' Willing to see how they wou'd behave, but 
as they knew me we were had into one of the uppermost 
Seats, I see their Congregation is greatly increased they have 
built an handsome pulpit and have a crimson Velvet cushion 
& Cloth w"" gold fringe, I thought I wou'd just drop this 
hint to you for they are become a great Bugg bear to several 
people, and whether or no tis true policy to suffer these 
people to go on and flourish in the manner they do if it 
coud be prevented, when I was there two Priests officiated 
and a third was in the inner room where we satt with 
sliding shutters that look'd into the Chappel. Dear Sir I 
believe I need not make any apology for my giving you 
these hints nor repeat the obligations I am under to inforce 
my sincerity and truth, for if I know my own heart your 
Interest with that of your familys is become inseperable 
with my own, and my affection for you cannot be shewn in 
any other way, than by giving you a just and true ace' of 
what comes under my knowledge relating to your family 
during your absence, and am well convinced from some 
hints that has been dropt if one of the family was to govern 
it would be more agreable to the people and things would 
go on in a smoother Channel, for (government though in a 
high Sphere may be compared to a family, which cannot 
live in Unity, unless some small failures are overlooked and 
winked at, for Love covers a multitude of faults, but when 
there's no true regard I am afraid there's no true forgive- 
ness, and however the Interest of the Country may be cryed 
up I wish self Interest mayn't be at the bottom. I have 
lately seen a book called M" Rowesworks Friendship in 
Death with letters Moral & Entertaining, the Stile is Ele- 
gant and some of the Subjects Noble and well worth pe- 
rusing according to the little taste I have for reading I shall 
be obliged to you for it and woud not have given you this 
trouble coud I have sent to any one else that knows anything 
of books. My true regards wait on M' J. Penn M" Ereame 
& her little ones M' Penn & his family and am D' & Hon'' Sir 

Your most Aff'" & obliged &c. 
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Philada Nov' 20'" 1742 
My Dear master Freame 

I coud not be easy without giving you the trouble of a 
few Lines in Order to bear me in your remembrance, & 
what Shall I say to a young Gentleman of your Age, having 
no business to write you ab', & my affairs have taken up 
my time so much that I know little about your young ac- 
quaintance, and as to other Persons in your knowledge I 
shall refer you to your Mama's Letter. 

I hope you will bear with me if I take upon me to give 
you a little advice in the best manner I am capable, & that 
is as you are at y" same School w"' your Cozen Jackey Penn 
& will I hope have the same Education you will on your 
part endeavour to Live in Strict Unity & Friendship w"" 
him & desire a Spirit of Emulation may arise in your Breast 
to equal him in all his Study's & Exercises. I have a very 
great regard to you Both as Descendants of a "Worthy 
Honourable Family to whom I am under the greatest Obli- 
gations & hope you will Both Endeavour to imitate their 
Worthy Examples, but you must claim a greater Share of 
my Affections as I have pass'd away a many pleasing- 
Hours in your Innocent company, & I cant bear to think 
that you Shou'd be Eclips'd in any one Virtue or Qualifica- 
tion that becomes a Gentleman & a Descendant of the 
Family to which you belong. Be pleased to give my 
humb° Service to your little Cozens & a thousand Kisses to 
Dear Miss Phil whom I can truly say I much Long to see, 
my Sister Joyns w"" me in wishing you many happy years 
& a merry Xtmas, I suppose you will keep it at Happy 
Feens, & cou'd I gett Pacoletts Horse I Shou'd intrude as 
one of 3'our Company, when you have leisure I shall take 
it very Kind if you will please favour me w"" a line & if 
you can think of any thing from this part of the world 
that will be agreable to you write to me for it with* any sort 
of Ceremony & you will oblige me, who am with great 
Esteem D' master 

Yours &c. 



